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Familiarisation Guide 

Information for Children 

Entrance Exam for Entry into Year 7 
 

This is the Familiarisation Guide for the Future Stories Community Enterprise 
(FSCE) Entrance Exam for entry into Year 7. It is designed to help children, their 

parents and teachers understand the format of our exam papers and their 
corresponding answer sheets. 

 
FSCE’s aim is to make Grammar School examing more accessible for all children: 

regardless of their background, their primary school, or any disability. 
 

The first section contains some background information for children, the second 
section explains what the exam paper is like, the third section gives some sample 

questions. There is a separate Familiarisation Guide for Parents.   
 

We recommend that you print pages 1 to 24 of this guide, read it through carefully 
and practise the sample questions on the answer sheets. If you do not have access 

to a printer, please contact the School who will be happy to print off for you. 
 
 

This guide is the only genuine resource produced for the FSCE Ltd Entrance Exam 
There is no charge for this Familiarisation Guide 
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SECTION 1: Background Information for Children from FSCE 

 

What’s the point of this exam? 

Grammar Schools exist so that children who really love learning can find a secondary school which inspires 

their curiosity, nurtures their individual talents and all education provided is free. 

The law means that Grammar Schools must exam for “academic ability”. 

Grammar Schools have an entrance exam to ensure that they can be totally fair about who joins them and can 

welcome children from all backgrounds and communities. 

Academic ability means “how good someone is at learning things in school” such as reading, writing, Maths, 

History, Music, Science, or other subjects.  

Everyone learns in different ways and at their own speed. Some of you are really good at imagining stories while 

others might be great at conducting experiments, solving Maths problems or designing things.  

Having academic ability just means you have strengths in certain school subjects and the potential to get even 

better and flourish in those areas. 

An entrance exam score does not mean you are better or worse than other children, just that the academic 

ability you have might be a good ‘fit’ for the kind of learning at the school you are applying to. 

We really hope that the school you are applying to is a School where you feel you will belong. We do not want 

children to join a school and then struggle as that would not make you happy. Therefore, we have an entrance 

exam to help us work out whose academic ability might be the best ‘match’ for the pace of teaching and learning 

as well as the range of subjects covered in that School. 

If you are curious about the universe and willing to be guided by teachers, you will thrive at whichever secondary 

school you go to, so do not put pressure on yourself regarding this one exam. 
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How can I tell if I might do well at this exam? 

There are some good ways of checking if you are the kind of child who might do well in our exam.  

Ask yourself these questions: 

        Do you enjoy reading lots of different books? 

        Do you find new words interesting? 

        Do you try to give new things a go? 

        Do you keep going, even when something is unfamiliar or difficult? 

        Do you like those tricky questions which have more than one correct answer? 

        Do you enjoy coming up with new, imaginative ideas? 

        Do you love discovering things outdoors? 

        Do you catch ideas quickly without needing to keep studying at the weekend? 

        Do you enjoy a wide range of games with friends?  

        Do you find yourself learning from other people by watching and listening? 

        Do other cultures and communities fascinate you? 

        Do you care about all the topics you cover in school beyond just Maths and English? 

        Do you like applying learning from one topic to another? 

        Do you cope well when things go wrong and see mistakes as a chance to improve? 

        Do you like understanding things even more than you like remembering them? 

        Do you like discussing the new things you are learning and sharing ideas with others? 

        Do you enjoy moments in school when you are trusted to explain things to classmates?  

 

If you have answered yes to quite a lot of these questions, you are the sort of child who will definitely enjoy 

some of the questions and challenges in our entrance exam and feel a sense of belonging and purpose within 

the school community. 
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The Entrance Exam Day 

Dates for our entrance exam can be found on the Admissions page of the School website. 

You can take these things into the exam: 

You are not required to bring any equipment with you on the day of the Entrance Examination.  

You will need to bring your Fit to Sit card 

You cannot take any of these things into the exam: 

×  Felt tip pens or permanent marker pens; 

×  Biros or ballpoint pens that are NOT black; 

×  Pencils; 

×  Dictionaries; 

×  Rulers; 

×  Protractors; 

×  Paper (no study notes or scrap paper); 

×  Stopwatches or timers; 

×  Calculators (including calculator watches); 

×  Mobile phones; 

×  Digital watches or wrist worn devices; 

×  Any other electronic device such as a camera or recording equipment; 

×  If it is necessary to bring a mobile phone with you, the phone will need to be switched off and handed 

in to one of the adult supervisors. Phones must be clearly labelled with your name so that they can be 

easily identified. 

×  Parents must NOT try to phone or message their child at any time during the exams. 

 

There will be clocks clearly displayed in each exam room. 

Pens will be provided and spare pens will be available. 

There will be breaks between exam papers where appropriate. 

There will be adult supervisors in the exam room. If you have a question or a problem at any point during the 

exam - for example: you think you have the wrong exam paper or if you feel unwell - please raise your hand so 

one of the supervisors can help you.  
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The supervisors in the room cannot help you with the exam - they cannot read any of the words and they cannot 

tell you if the answer is correct. 

 

After The Exam 

Go and celebrate – you tried your best and gave it a go! You deserve a cake or ice cream! 

You will find out your exam results in October.   

After the entrance exam, it is really important that you keep attending primary school every day, and try your 

best in every element of primary school. 

Whichever secondary school you go to, you will be a fantastic success. Well done.       
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SECTION 2: The Exam Paper 

A few useful definitions 

‘The exam’ refers to everything you will complete on the day; 

‘The paper’ (e.g. Paper 1) refers to individual papers which form parts of the exam – for each of the papers you 

will receive a question booklet and a separate answer sheet; 

‘A section’ refers to a specific part of a paper; 

‘A question’ refers to a specific task in a section. 
 

What’s in the exam? 

Your question booklets will look similar to the one below. You will be asked to complete the information on the 

front page, which you will have knowledge of or will be given to you by the school. 
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What subjects do we test? 
 

There are 3 different papers that make up the exam: 

 

Paper 1: English and Maths questions with Multiple Choice Answer options; 

Paper 2: English and Maths questions where you respond with Short Written Answers; 

Paper 3: a Creativity question which will require a written Creative Response. 

 

Audio Instructions 
 

The instructions before, during and after all parts of the exam will be given to you via a voice recording. 

 

You must listen very carefully to these instructions. 

 

You will be asked to check that you can hear the voice recording clearly. 

 

The voice recording will tell you: 
 

   When you may open the question booklet; 

   The page number you must turn to; 

   The section and page number; 

   Instructions about how to answer the questions; 

   An example question; 

   The time allowed for the section; 

   When you may start answering the questions; 

   At the start of each section, you will be given additional instructions that explain what you need to 

do; 

   Towards the end of each section, you will be given warnings to let you know the time has nearly 

finished. 
 

If you would like to hear what they sound like, this is a Sample of Audio Instructions.  
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Using Your Answer Sheet 
 

At the start of each exam, you will be asked to check that the information printed on the front of your answer 

sheet is correct. If any of the information is incorrect, please do not worry - just raise your hand and an adult 

supervisor will help you.  

The top part of your answer sheet will look like this: 

   

 

REMEMBER - you must answer the questions on your answer sheets and using a black biro or ballpoint pen. 

Make sure that the question number on the answer sheet matches the number in your question booklet. 

 

DON’T PANIC! 

Try to answer all the questions, but don’t worry if you run out of time; 

If you don’t know, try your best to put an answer and then go to the next question; 

You will NOT lose any marks for incorrect answers! 

If you have any time left at the end of the section, you can go back and have another try at any questions you 

have missed or were unsure about (within that section only). 
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Multiple Choice Answer Options (Paper 1) 
 

Select your answer by shading one oval for each question. Please do NOT use a horizontal or vertical line. The 

oval needs to be fully shaded and will look like this on your answer sheet: 

 

There will only be one correct answer for each question. If you need to change your answer, put a cross through 

the incorrect answer and shade the correct answer, like this example: 

 

If you then change your mind and want to go back and change your answer to your original answer, cross out 

the answer you do not want and put a circle around the correct answer. 

 

Short Written Answers (Paper 2) 
 

For questions with number answers, you will need to write only ONE number in each box, like this example: 

 

For questions with letter answers, you will need to write only ONE letter in each box. Be careful to write clearly 

and in CAPITAL LETTERS. If you need to change your answer, put a cross through the incorrect answer and write 

the correct answer above the box. See example below: 
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A Creative Response (Paper 3) 
 

For the Creative Writing question, you will be given a special answer sheet to write your answer on. You will 

have a short time to plan on the question booklet, but ONLY the answer sheet will be marked. You will write 

by hand. 

The answer sheet will look like this: 
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SECTION 3: Practice Questions 
 

All of the content on the following pages is inspired by the Key Stage 2 National Curriculum that you are 

following at your School.  

We are interested in how you apply your learning in new situations. 

We will not be examining your memory. 

There are no ‘extra’ facts or tips that a tutor can help you remember.  

Things to remember: 

▪ The practice questions below will NOT be on the real exam; 

▪ The questions are made-up to help familiarise you with different styles and formats - they are NOT 

indicative of the content that will be examined; 

▪ The difficulty of the questions WILL be different; 

▪ The practice questions are a mix of Multiple Choice Answer Options and Short Written Answer 

Options. Remember – you could have EITHER or BOTH formats in the exam. 

Use the Answer Sheets on Pages 13 and 14 to help you practice answering the questions with either the 

Multiple Choice oval options or the Short Text / Numerical Boxes. 

You will find the answers to the sample questions towards the back of this Guide.  

Enjoy having a go! 

 

 

 

  


